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Pooh mﬁ_oxm new home

THE famous World Pooh Sticks near Didcot - where the event had

Championships is coming to West been heid for 31 years - was no

| Oxfordshire. longer considered suitable to cope

, The annual event - inspired by AA with the thousands of spectators.

Milne’s Winnie the Pooh story - will Carol Harris, from organisers

be held at Langel Common in Witney = Oxford Spires Rotary Club, is

on Sunday, June 7. pictured with other supporters.
Day’s Lock at Little Wittenham, ®See page 7 for the full story

Michael Buble Tribute Night

S . _The evening includes a delicious 3 course meal with
Is here! : : coffee and mints for only £26.95 per person

: ) Au bookings to be made in advance by simply calling ___-
Friday 6th March - Michael Buble Tribute ojulr
Are you feeling good, well come & join us for Live o—ovu 779777 _ ——
Entertainment %&3 our resident DJ! . ig%ﬁg v : OXFORD WATNEY
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Summer first for Pooh
Sticks Ormaw_csmr_ﬁm

Pete Hughes

phughes@ngo.com

ONE of Oxfordshire’s quirkiest rituals,
the World Pooh Sticks Championships,
has found a new home.

The annual competition is set to go
ahead at a new location in Witney this
year and, for the first time, it will be in
the summer. !

The Rotary Club of Oxford Spires will
hold this year’s event at Langel Common
on Sunday, June 7.

The common, with its bridge over the
River Windrush, lies between the centre
of Witney and Cogges Manor Farm.

Rotary club member Karen Eveleigh
said: “We were delighted to receive such
great publicity and support in our search
for a new venue and are thrilled to have
found this location in Witney.”

For 31 years the annual competition,
inspired by AA Milne’s Winnie the Pooh,
attracted thousands of people to Day’s
Lock at Little Wittenham, near Didecot.

Some 700 competitors take it in turns
to drop sticks off the bridge and “race”
them to the other side.

But the event became a victim of its
own success and ran out of space for
300 or more cars to park at Little Wit-
tenham.

The Rotary club will now organise the
day in partnership with Cogges Manor
Farm, which is planning to organise a
Stick Day alongside the Championships.

Cogges director Colin Shone said:

i

The World Pooh Sticks n_._n:._umo_..mivu has a new home at Langel Common and will be held in the
summer for the first time when the Rotary Club of Oxford Spires puts on the event on Sunday, June 7

“Playing Pooch Sticks is one of the most
special and essential memories of any
childhood.

“We are delighted to be supporting the
new home for the world championships.”

Due to a high level of boat traffic
during the summer on the Thames, the
Environment Agency only allowed the

event to be held between October and
March, which saw it either postponed

or cancelled due to bad weather twice in
recent years.

The new location on the ‘Windrush,
which has no river traffic, will mean that
the Rotary club can hold the champion-
ships in the summer for the first time.

Appeal goes
out for new
lock-keepers

VOLUNTEER assistant lock-keepers
are needed by the Environment
Agency to help look after the River
Thames.

The volunteers will be part of a
team led by professional lock-keep-
ers, and will help to keep boats mov-
ing through the locks. They need to
be quite fit as the role involves lots
of physical activity and they need to
be able to work at least one day per
week between May and October.

Andrew Graham, Thames water-
way manager at the agency, said:
“We want to work with members of
the local community to bring their
local knowledge to the lock side.

“Working alongside our permanent
staff and other volunteers is a really
sociable and rewarding activity.
Last year, 225 volunteers attended
our sites throughout the season and
we have already had a good number
showing an interest in returning
this year. We are still keen on hear-
ing from anyone who is interested
in joining us this summer.”

Training will be provided as well
as a uniform and volunteers will be
‘| expected to use their knowledge of
the river to keep visitors informed.

For an application pack, email
thames.volunteers@environment-
agency.gov.uk or call 01491 828360.

Tax crusader in VAT
talks with OmEmH.oH_

WITNEY-based author Juliet
Souch met David Cameron
last week to campaign wwm._bwﬁ
tax changes that could put °
thousands of kitchen-table
entrepreneurs out of business.
The mother-oftwo, who
writes under the name Juliet
McKenna, spent 25 minutes
with the Prime Minister at his
Witney constituency office on
Friday discussing the new EU
VAT laws, which came into
force last month. ;
She said: “It was a positive
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and constructive meeting with Juliet Souch arrives for

every indication that the her meeting with David

Prime Minister understands Cameron

the seriousness and like Amazon to pay more.

complexity of this issue. Before January, VAT was
“He was already aware of it,  charged at the rate in the

was keen to get key points
clarified and shows every
commitment to looking for
workable ways forward.”

Ms Souch, 49, whose ebooks
are sold via an online
publisher, is part of campaign
group EU VAT Action,
fighting for internet giants

supplier’s country but it is
now based on the home rate
of the customer.

Anyone selling digital
services, such as knitting
patterns and ebooks, abroad
must register for VAT, even if
their turnover is under the
£81,000 threshold.
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